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MISCELLANEA.
on a hoard op roman coins found in the mendip
hills.—It was in the course of last autumn that a workman
employed in the Mendip Hills, about six miles from Frome,
came upon a hoard of Roman brass coins, about a foot beneath
the surface, and, according to the description given, '* with some
dust surrounding them." About twelve months previously a
hoard of about 230 Roman coins was found in a field close by.
In the present instance the number of coins found appears to
have been about 452, of which 40 came into the hands of Mr.
Charles Moore, F.G.S., of Bath, who has kindly furnished me
with the following particulars of them:—
Tetricus	1
Helena	1
Constantine the Great	16
Fausta	1
Time of Constantine	2
Crispus	7
Constantine II.   ,	,9
Constantius II. .......    3
40
The remaining 412 coins came into my possession, but the only
additional name which they present is that of Licinius I. The
most remarkable feature in the hoard is the singularly fine pre-
servation of a large proportion of the coins, which is no doubt
due to two causes—viz., that the coins had for the most part
been but little in circulation when deposited, and that the nature
of the surrounding soil was very propitious for their preserva-
tion. From the absence of coins of Constans, who was made
Caesar in a.d. 333, and from Oonstantine II. and Oonstantius II.
only appearing with the titles of Caesar, the hoard appears to
have been deposited before the death of Constantine the Great,
in a,d. 337; while the presence of coins of Constantiuopolis, and
of a few of the small module, seems to show that it cannot have
been much before that date. As might be expected in such a
hoard, the places of mintage are numerous, though the coins of
the Trfeves Mint predominate. There are specimens from the
London Mint of Constantine the Great and the Younger, Orispus,
and Oonstantius II. The mints of Tarraco, Rome, and some
of the eastern cities are also present, and it is rather remarkable,
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